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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
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tional application No. 

PCT/JP00/05922 



I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 
pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



1 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 
□ 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 J 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



J 



2-5 



1,6 



1-6 



1-6 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Documenjj^, 1-157911, A 
Document 2: EP, 221277, A2 
Document 3: JP, 52-151724, A 
Document 4: JP, 63-166824, A 
Document 5: JP, 55-141242, A 



The above document 1 cited in the ISR describes soft capsules which have a coating comprising. 
carbonates of alkaline earth metals s uch as calcium ca rbonate blended with red oxi de and the likeand 
which contain an oil-soluble liquid^ntaiwijigj^^ As the above calcium carbonate and red oxide 
respectively correspond to a white pigment and irpn oxide respectively, the subject matters of claims 1 
and 6 are the same as the soft capsules of documejitJySccordingly, the subject matters of claims 1 and 6 
do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step. - ~ ■ : 



Since the above documents 1-4 do not describe the inventions of claims 2-5, these inventions appear 

to be novel. ^ - 7 

Nevertheless, document 2pescribes capsules^^taiai^Jronjox as ones having 

linstlight, 



a protective action againsfTight, and documents describes capsules containing red oxide apcTti tanium 
joxide^as being resistant to light, heat and 1 the liRe^and also describes that ea raiYiel^ can^be mixed in- the 

materials of the said capsules. Document 4 describes soft capsules contSrrin^itamin D3 and the like 

which lack light stability wherein the coating thereof contains titaniumj^xide and the capsules contain 
^glyce ride este r and the like. Document 5] describes that gelatin capsules containing icarams l^it anium 

dioxide are resistant to light, heat and the'like. It is considered to be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
jr^titanium^oxWe, cajamel.and glycerjde. homologs on the basis of the descriptions of these documents. 



Accordingly, the subject matters of claims 2-5 do not appear to involve an inventive step. 
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DZ, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, 
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== (54) Title: SOFT CAPSULES 

HI (54) f6B^<7>«f#F: 8* 7-fe/U#] 

== (57) Abstract: So|l capsules of activated vitamin D } homologs which are made of materials highly safe to the human body, have 

a= assured light stability and heat stability, allow easy differentiation of the contents of active ingredients, and can be appropriately 

s^h produced in practice. These soft capsules of activated vitamin D 3 homologs contain, in the drug coating, a white pigment and yellow 

^= iron oxide and/or red iron oxide, or titanium oxide and caramel, or yellow iron oxide. 
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